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First meeting of the season, an evening meeting

Open Forum and Call for Members Input and Participation

The first CWGS meeting for 2002
will be Ihursday, March 14 a0 7 pome,
i the Morrson Center (agross from
raan DBG entrance, 115 & York),
By request wee are helding the evening
meeting in an attempt o have a
greater number of atrendees,

Ar this meering we plan w have an
open forum, Get your questions
-\.'|.]'|."-|"‘|"|"L]':.|J. LI ﬁl:lTiTlg P':}]'l_lﬂ btﬂ,rt'u]}-.
wlaal 1o loek for that might indicare
a fish problem, when to repot hardy

lilics ".'illllH”}-' ;m:,rl'hing and

everylthing you have questions abour,
Wealso wane vour inpurt on projects,
our annual sale, future programs, the
pond tour and picnic, and newslener
arciches,

Wl wonald Like co know hove we could
wet vour involvement, Can we
“bribe” you e arrend meetings with
door prizes . . . beter snacks . free
planes??? What will it rake? What can
we do to make our meetings more
effective? We wanc vou o cell us what
VML WAL [rom YOUT organization,

whar you don't like abour che
oeganization, and what we can do
betrer

The board members of CWES and
COMMITTCr -:lmi;rpn: FAONE  are
volunteers - people dedicared o
sharing thear interest, knowledgc and
time with others, To best meet your
incerests we need vour input at this
meeting to have an even more
successful vear than last, We hope
tor see vou there!

Don’t Forget to Renew your CWGS Membership for 2002

Included in thiz issue vou will find
the new 2002 membership renewal
lorm. Please  complete  the
membership form and return wich
vour payment of $10 for an
individual membership, or 315 tora
family membership. What a bargain!
S0 you don't miss a newsletter, return
vour mempership renewal by mail
prior te April 15, or bring 1 wich
vou to the March 14 meeting,

On your form please carefully mark
which items vou would like to

volunteer to assist the organizition
with. We need your participacion in
a number of exciting projeces chis
YCAL
A few of the new projects include:
oW will again make an aceemg 1o
reruen Civy Packe Lily Lake to s 1917
level ol beauty, with a full
compliment of lilies macching
selecrions o those available during
the early 1900'%.
* A new adventure this year for
volunceers will be assisting wich the
design and planting of the upper

horseshoe lake at Hudson Gardens.,
This lake % located east of che cxisting
water marden arca,

{continued on pape 3)

100 Year
History of
Water Gardening

in Colorado
A brief look at where ’
and when warer

gardening began,
sec page 4




Officers and Committee

Chairs for 2002
Fresident
yndie Thaomeas 203 7051580
Vico President
Slam Skinger 303 237-0071
Socrefary
MEEDED
Treasurer
blike Gibsan 303 BR4-THTH
Frograms
Ba Lindsay 3003 4437877
Membors-at-Large
“Moa"” Baolizle 303 Taa-074a5
Fak Yaolleberg G053 274-0227
Committees:
Membership
KEEDED
Volunieer Coordinator
Caman Zinno A02 B25-2920
Publicity
Manoy Slyler 303 8a0-T160
Archivest
Mary Mirgon 303 922-9552
Speakers Bureal
Bobk Haffman a03 978-0124
DEG May Plant & Book Sale
Caria Litiefieid T AL 399-7346
Bob Hefiman 302 8750124
CWGS June Plant Sale
Cyncic Thomas 202 ThE-1885
Stan Skinger 303 2370071
Boh Hoffman A0 9780128
July Pond Tour & Picnie
Craig Russcll 303 443-TAFT
Mews|etier Editor
Enb Haollman 303 978-0124

The Water Garden Is the afficial
publication of the Colorado Waler Garden
Society (CWES). CopyrighlS2002

Qpinians of tha authors in this
publication are their own, and any
pradusts reviewed in this publication
are notl specifically endorsed by Lhe
CWES, The Sociely accopls no
liability ansing from the contents of this
pubbcation. The CWES requests thal
other organizations and publicalions
wishing 1o reproduce articles or
portions of articles from *Tho Water
Garder” please contact Bob Holliman,
Edilar, regarding  permission,
Reproductions should cradit the
CWES and the author,
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Cyndie Thormas

i Prasident
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I wonld like to thank all of cur 2007 volunteers, Without their dedication and e, we
would nel have been able to accomplish our goals with such success.

Werthy of special mention are these volunteers who gave an exemplary efforl of more
than 100 hours:

Waluntzer Coocdinator Damon Ginmoss, with the assistance of To Lindsey, worked
with Joe Tomaeik and coordinated spring Sunday work at Denver Betanic Gardens.

The "sweepers” — Len and Docis Breestone, who nearly each Sunday throughout the
seasar, cleaned up the pends and plants in all e water displays at BBCGL AL the close
ol the season, they tirelessly worked wo pat the lilies to hed and provided them wath a
nice winter blanket of pine neadle muolch,

The " propagater” - Lois Mayerchek who assisis onan ongaing basis caring fur and
The "pot keeper” — Carla Litlefield for caring tor the 80& water plant contansy
eardens displayed thraughout the DBEG grounds.

The "editor" - Bab Heffraen for pulting together our newsletter and mailiog n e
members. Also his special elTons i directing maintenance of Hudson Gardens™ warer

garden display and the City Park Lily Lake planting this [l vear

The "hoard" - Board Members (Mo Belisle, Mike Gibson, Carla Linleheld, Craig
Russell, Stan Skinger, Carel Tultle]) gave numerons hours in assisting with plannng
metings, attending meelings, arranging progeams, handling our money, cocrduating
sales and volunleering thedr time for special projects,

¥ ' 5 a [
ARD gur active members who yolunteered their tme 1o oUr SUCCCSSEs —

Vicki Aber Trina Jacokson Leslie Petrush

Jim Arneill Lanm Jewett Eill Powell

Tudi Arncall Mancy Jewett Jim & Bosemary Trobst
Lynn Barties ronma Johnson Millie Husscll
John Bayard Rabert Johnson Joy Seacal

Mary Bayand Steve Tehnson Mary Shawver

Kon Bice Jahn Kerr Hanma Sparks
Bess Brinkiman Lz Kerr Mancw Htvler
Alice Carnphell Lauric Konselle Trey Styler

Edwin Camphell Ken Lange Blichae] Tharmas
Steve & Rose Carson Mancy Les Andria Thomas
Lanisa Coan Bao Lindsey Pelacacla Thomias
Lowel Coon Carla Lindelield Tonry Tomsick
Dieanane Davis Hill McBec Carel Tuttle

Larry Davis Bob Mayerchak Fak vallehers
Stesve Forgy Lois Maverchak Pat Weis-Taylor
Drariz Freestonc Mary Mirgen Theresa Westhaven
Leanard Freestones John Mirgen Sanddy Walson
Maney Gionow Juddy Molberg Lavry Euppen
[aneda Crlass Eebecen Masa

Ciail Croldberg Ciavid Melson Cur apolegies 1§ we
G ene Goldbers Domma Melson missed anvone - please
susie [Tawes Mamcy Mouper Jizt us ko,

Bonnic Hayward Werner MNeopert

Scott Hayward Marge Oleson

Foh Hinmchs Aananda Osharne

Dovn Ingenthrams Ireirdre Parker

The Water Garden
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Coming in April . . . .
Uhe April program will be a comprehensive presentacion
of the vast assorcment of lilies, lotes and aquatic planes
femerpent, submerged and [loating) w grow in your
pond. Learn which plants will grow in the shade, which
ones will do well in containers and which ones need lows

%

of room to SETOY,

Don’t forget . . .

2*.‘.‘.‘

CWGS has a website with pond information,
meeting dates and membership information.
Share it with a friend!

hitp:/fwww.colowatergardensocictyv.org

i,

The Water Garden

Don't miss an opportunity to possibly determine the
narmne of plands) thar lost a rag, or to see what plantis)
vou might want o add to your collection.

April 14, 2 p.m. - Mark vour calendar!
Bring a friend or neighbor!

K
2002 Membership Renewal

(eontinued from [root page)

« We hope to continue progress on increasing the
number of water lily specimens in the Helen Fowler
Library at Denver Botanic Garden during the summer.

Also please let us know whal educational programs
vou would like us to provide. Our Seplember mecting
will be a combination of educational programs and
demonstrations. Your nput will help us o determine
the many offerings.
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History

of Water Gardening Spa

Viewing through the windew ro the past, che beauty of warer gardening appeared in Colorado abour the turn of che
last century. Written history, in word and pictures, tells us thar during che first three decades of the 1900%, three
major public water garden displays were created in the Metro area,

Around 1900 the Reverend TH., Houghron, pastor of
st Marl's Episcopal Church in Denver, purchased a
country home in Englewood named Rexleigh, For the
et 15 years, using “marriage foes,” he improved the
home, built ponds and braught water Lilics ro Colorada,
Ie solved a primary question of those from che Fastern

"-\'rn-'.m.' Garden Ca.

| Rexleigh
IJ. LIE LTRFasl

WTALE A, skl w, SO Shaln

LUnited States - “Could pond lilies be grown in the highest
West?” He found the answer to be “ves,” and in 1903 it
was reported in society pages that Rexleigh was the parden
spot of Denver. It was buile on a sloping hillside. At the
tsp was the home, with green lawn down o meet the
City Ditch, which formed an "ox bow” on the grounds,
Lhe ditch provided warer to the multiple pools

Houghron buile for che lilies. Deligheful gardens of

cutting flowers were spread throughour Rexleigh, Pare
of the delight in visiting Rexleigh was getting there.
Wisitors would have 2 unique tide on the Cherrelyn
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An 1916, Inoa fouepage imﬂ-:r\\;ﬁ

horsecar, Parishioners, and especially the children, were
extended an invitation often to
visit during warm months.
Houghton desived o share the

zoology with children. Not anly -
did they see che lilies in labeled &

collection of rurcles for the
children to enjoy

Rev. Houghton’s desire to share
his lily ponds was like “opening
the gold mine of pleasure (from
lily ponds) for Coloradoans,” and
resulted in the opening of the
Rexleiph Water Garden Company
his first offerings included a liscing
of 57 varienies to view and 8
available for purchase. A florists
marker at Rexleigh's
offered cut flowers
from the grounds,
including warter lilies, %
In 1917, after 23 yvears
of scrvice, he lefr his
pesition as rector of
Se. Marks Episcopal
Church o head 2 new
Mission Church of St,
Gienrge in Englewood.
Rexleigh's  Warter
Garden Company
offerings grew that
vear to 49 J‘::lni}' lily
plancs, 19 cropical lily |
plancs, and a dozen
more available for
viewing. A road was

g ;
R i

City Park Lily Lake

The Water Garden



ns Over 100 Years in Colorado

placed for “drive through” learning in the lily pool area.

Visitors were invited o view the lilies any time June 1

through Augusc 15. Lilies available for purchase were

priced at £.25 to $25, By Hougheon's awn admission,

“no one would want w invest such sums until they sce
the flowers,”

Rev. Houghron died at
i the age of 70, in 1918,
- at Rexleigh.

b3

Denver City  Park
supervisor, Mr. . L.
Russell, visited Rexleigh
i 1916 and left with an
armload of lilies for a
barren, MIGSIiC0-
infested City Park Lake,
[t weas Russell’s visic thac
spurred Houghron o
start the commercial
venture, In 1917, an
addinional $500 worth
of lilies were purchased from

. of blooms in the lily pend. Tropical
& lily varieties were included in the
+ purchase, [t was said 1o be the
Nargest collection Wese of the
¢ Mississippi, In 1919 the pond,
located near the 17th Avenue
entrance, was overtaken by motor oil
washed from the strects during a
stormm, killing all the lilics. A new Lily
pond was buile in 1925, cast and
north up the rise from the large lake,
Within a year, prowth of the lilies
filled in to equal the beauty of the
original pond, Thousands of
blossoms covered the surface daily.
This pond survived unl 1970,

The Water Garden

- Bexleigh's to increase the number |

when minimal maintenance was available for their care,
It became a shaded, quict pond with a boundary of trecs
and shrubs. Cement foundations in che pond, for
placement of the potted lilics, are still visible in the

shallow water.

Louis Licbhardt, a well-known Denver real estate and
investment businessman, purchased 36.5 acres of priric
fand near the foothills in 1899, His intent, as 4 litelong,

bachelor, was to have a place where nieces and nephews
could visit and enjoy the outdoors, A frame howse was
the only improvement on the acreage. His first addition
to the property was hundreds of trees, This was only the
start of a creation which would become a nationally-
known garden called Rosc Acres, In 1928 he built 2 large
four-story brick heme on the propercy. Iis sisters, Dr.
Laura Liebhardt and Miss. Minnie Liebhardt, both
spinsters, lived with him on the property and assisted
with the garden development. The three traveled the
warld to find unusual plancs for their passion for beauiful

Continued on page &
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History of Water Gardening Spans Over 100 Years in

sardens. Lotus from Egypt and lilies from Adrica, were
among their collection. Water was piped into the property
[rorn the mountains to a reservoir that was the firscol 14
lakes and ponds developed on the propercy, A rose garden
wich 40,000 rose bushes filled the entrance arca o the

manston, The water gardens were contiguous, winding
throughout the grounds. Revelving cast iron letas Jeaf
seats were situated along the fagstone pathways. Several
drinking fountaing scattered on the property were
designed to blend with the garden and were designed o
lock like lotus leaves with a poised bird spouting warer
from its beak, In a deliberate attempt o acerace and
protect birds deawn e the natural habitat, Liebhard
hand-carved and painted birdhouses made of gourds in
arnate designs o leok like frogs and fish, An estimared
500 of these gourd houses were hung in the trees and on
the fences.

The Liebhardts created an Orienral theme chroughout
their garden, including reahouses, Japanese bridges and
omate pold carvings purchased from the Se. Louwis World’s
Fair Chinese exhibit. A Shinto Temple of Ho Shan, god
of prosperity and happiness, adorned one garden. Ponds
were planted with lotus and lilies. To was estimated that
GO0L000 Lotus blossems bloomed annually, An estimared
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150,000 to 300,000 goldfish wers in several of the ponds,

Baskets with shredded dey bread were placed along the

pathways near the pends for feeding the fish, The sisters

prepared 50 loaves daily for feeding, To protect the rare

lotus and water lilies, hot water was piped from the botler
room in the basement of the mansion through the
ponds o sabilize water temperatures. Planes were
brought indoors in Seprember of each vear.

Ome day each week the pubhic bad the oppociunice w
tour the gardens, By invitation only, hundreds of guests
were broughr to the pardens annually on Wednesdays
or Saturclays, 9 a.m, to 5 pm., July throueh mid-
Seprember Aupust was suppested as the best month o
view the gardens. The invitations stipulated "ne kodaks
please.” A printed booklet with photos of the gardens
accompanicd cach invitaton,

Ac the age of 75, Louis Liebhardr died of a sudden

heare areack in 1938, Rose Acres flournshed uncl i

salein 1951, Itwas buricd with a housing development
s L

Thiz sfort Rlztory and poolos wera obialied from Uhe
varous solmces availabla at the Doenver Pulilic Librasy
Westarm Hisiony Collection, Genealogy Depadmeant,
Rescarchod by Lols Mayarchael, John Mirgon, and
Cyndie Thomas, Colorado Water Garden Socialy

CWGS Warter Gardening and Pond Expo

Mark vour calendars! CWGS
will be hosting the lirs Water
Gardening and Pond Expo on
September 8, 2002, 12noon - 5
g, in Mitchell Hall ac the
[lemver Boranic Crardens,

Planning iz in progress for the
event and your inpur is desired.
l'.'.'1:||'r|_'||l|].I |:-|._|-|1|.| :]-:,:.i,gn ancd
conscruccion individuals and
companies will be invired o
|.|'|:-‘.]'.l]:.]_'g." thoir creations; }1:;;-]1-:[
supply vendaors will be invited
o share their poods; booths o
share informarion on various
tacets of water gardening will be
aviilalsle,

A special “Pond Walk" chrough
the Denver Bocnic Cardens'
ponds will be directed by Bruce
MeLane of Florida Aquaric
Murseries, A program (subject oo
be determined) will be given by
Richard Koagle of Lilypons,
sponsored by  Aquarium
I'harmaceuncals.

If you know of anyvone who
would liks to participare, or if
peu are willing to volunreer 1o
agsist, contast Bo Lindsey ac
303} T53-6H20 ur Nancy Suyler
at (30F)E50-7150,

The Water Garden



FEATURED MEMBER’S PONDS
[RMAL & ALICE MILLER
FRAMKTOWN

We made cur ficst pond in 1951, 1 boughe three warcr lilics
trom Gurney's Seed Catalog, In 1983 I learned of the Cala-

rado MWater Crarden Society,

In 1985 we redid our pond and steeam wich hypalon, mak-
ing it 18 inches deep. All the rocks excepe the hig ones are
frem our log, wsing the shallow ladge as a vock barier 1o
keep the deer our, The water wheel is handmade.

i_actans, pickere] rmush and 55-60 pors of warer Lilics, comer
goldfish and snails inhabit the pond. Visicors o cur pond
ATE gArLer siakes, I'mi.;x- cabiaders, Blue Heron, Ki_n]:rlﬁxh:::,
Wigler Green Swallowes, and a variery of dragonflies; one
unusual torescent whize variesy and Bluers.

-Afice Niiller

The pond s 600 pallons wich a 12" plane
ledge and an 137 plant ledge, 1t 35 approx:-
martely six foot by seven foor and 32" deep
i the center, The waterfall is 187 high. I 3s
a “homemade” pond, builr three years ago.

Resulents include: tour Kol, four goldfish,
vera frogs, and cwe spails

- Ada Reairke

[F you would like to have your pond
fearured, please send phetes and a short
deseriprion ro: Ponds, cfa 1023 5.
Firrredpe Way, Awrora, GO 80017, You
may alse submic jpep formarced digical
photes t:  splaassh®@attbicom Include
vour descriprion in the e-mail, Phores will
alzo be fearured (inccolor) oo che web site,
Sorry, we cannot recurn phaoros.
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