








Harvesting Summer

You don’t have to treat your tropical
waterlily as an annual.

Collect corms for next year.

By Bill Powell

For those of you fortunate enough to grow tropical
waterlilies, you're probably now enjoying the height
of the bloom season just as your hardy lilies are
beginning to fade. Unfortunately before we know it,
the bloom season will be over for this year for both
hardies and tropicals. With only scant attention,
hardy waterlilies will return next year, but what do
you do with tropical lilies in Colorado?

Many people treat tropical waterlilies as annuals.
Most tropical waterlilies aren’t biologically limited to a
single season, but Denver’s climate makes over-
wintering of tropical lilies problematic. It can be
done, of course. If you have a heated greenhouse —
even a marginally heated one — you can pull your
tropical lily inside.

CWGS club member Bob Hoffman has devised a
novel method for over-wintering tropical waterlilies
outside in a sheltered location. The plants are kept
in a dormant state in water heated just enough to
prevent freezing (Bob shared his method in an article
published last year in TheWaterGarden.)

But there’s another way to avoid losing your tropical:
Harvest the corms (small tubers) and save them for
replanting in late winter or early spring. If this
sounds difficult, it's really not. Here's how the
process is described by Florida Aquatics, one of the
nation’s larger vendors of tropical waterlilies.

Once your plant has stopped blooming and its leaves

are beginning to yellow, “...remove the tropical
waterlily from the soil. Rinse gently to remove any
soil. Look closely at the bottom of the plant [crown]
for a small, dark, round tuber anywhere from the size
of a nickel to a fifty-cent piece (There may be more
than one.). If a tuber is present, remove it by

twisting. Clean the waterlily tuber... [and] ...store
the tuber in damp, clean sand inside of a jar or bag in
a cool area that will not freeze. A basement or
refrigerator will work well for this.”

A couple of provisos about Florida Aquatic’s
instructions: Probably because of their warmer
weather and longer growing season, tropical waterlily
tubers may grow to these sizes in Florida, but in

Colorado look for smaller corms. They’re often pea
sized and found high in the root structure near the
crown. Discard the plant after you remove the
corms. Although a refrigerator may work for storage,
modern refrigerators are somewhat colder than is
ideal. A cooler that's set to 50 to 55 degrees is
better, as are crawl spaces, basements, or garages
that are unheated but which do not freeze.

Luster Aquatic’s Craig Presnell offers another tip on
the Victoria Adventure website: "When it comes to
storing tubers, | have no doubts but that most people
tend to store them too wet and exactly what is moist
enough is hard to judge. When | think | have the
sand to the right consistency, | push down on the
mixture with my thumb. | want the sand moist
enough to hold the indentation, but not so wet that
the compression squeezes out any visible moisture.”

And Florida Aquatics has yet one more option: “/f
you have an aquarium you can place the tuber in a
clean aquarium with no substrate. Give it 12 hours of
light and heat the water to about 70 degrees.

The tropical waterlily tuber will put up small leaves
and remain this way until time to plant in the spring.
Do not fertilize because you do not want to
encourage growth.”

CWGS President Vicki Aber has had some success
in holding tropical waterlilies in aquaria over winter.
She saves the whole plant. Under stress it produces
plantlets over winter on the corms. Club members
Len and Doris Freestone have considerable
experience with the alternate corm harvesting
method, which is employed at Denver Botanic
Gardens. (By the way, both Vicki and the
Freestones are likely to be at both of our two
upcoming events on August 16 and 30 should you
have questions about their experience preserving
tropical waterlilies for the next year.)

in late winter around February, plant your corms or
plantlets in small pots and submerge them in heated
tanks. Obviously, a greenhouse would come in
handy, particularly if you want to get an early start on
the plants, but a small aquarium with heated water
(around 70 degrees) and good light will suffice.

Also, keep in mind that tropicals appreciate a sandier
soil mix than hardy waterlilies, which thrive on dense
garden loam or even clay.

With some patience and successive up-potting, your
new tropical waterlily, grown of last year’s harvested
corms, can be placed in your pond by June.






















